In different schools the conventions which determine the respective spheres of 
Here, in Edinburgh, where it is customary to combine the practice of obstetrics with that of operative gynecology, and where special wards are set apart in our hospitals for the treatment of diseases peculiar to women, pelvic surgery in women is entirely in the hands of specialists, and the general surgeon gets no training and only accidental experience in gynaecology. This arrangement is the outcome of a natural process of development in a school in which the study of obstetrics has always occupied a prominent place, the intimate relationship of gynaecology to obstetrics obviously suggesting that the specialist in obstetrics is best qualified to understand and deal with disease of the reproductive organs in women. While the arrangement has manifest advantages, it is not altogether free from drawbacks. When it is remembered that a very large part of the general surgeon's work at the present day is in dealing with the problems of abdominal surgery, it seems curious, and, I 
